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those who did not see his reasoning* That time was over a
last*
Writing now to Daniel de Monfreid he said; "You have fo
a long time known what I have wished to establish: that om
has tie right to attempt everything. My gifts have not givei
any great result (the pecuniary difficulties of living were to<
great for such a task), but, however, a beginning has been made
The public is in no way indebted to me since my art is onl]
relatively good, but those painters to-day who are profiting
from this liberty owe me something. It is true that man}
people imagine that this liberty came about of its own accord,
In any case I ask nothing from such people, and my conscience
is a sufficient recompense to me/1
Very quickly Gauguin's idea of returning to Europe had tc
take a place in the background, for he continued to receive no
money from his dealer* A return to the acute financial crises
of Tahiti was averted by de Monfreid who happened to send
him the money which had been realised on a picture, but this
sum, instead of beginning the fund that was to take him back
to Europe and to a possible new lease of life and health, had
to be spent on his living. The shadow and the fear of events
were there before him again. To fight them he must return to
Europe, but without money he could not return. The chain
of circumstances had first to be broken, and the power to do so
was his no longer.
Towards the end of 1902 came a new and unexpected inter-
ruption in the communications with the outside world. A
violent cyclone, the worst that had ever come from the north,
swept many of the islands of the Archipelago. At Atuana, the
valley, at the beginning, was sheltered by the mountains from
the worst violence of the wind, but on the lower islands, where
the diving season was in progress, nearly all the islanders were
drowned.
For several days the weather had appeared threatening,
the sky piling up until there was no doubt that a storm of
great violence was due* Then, as if helped by a vast submarine